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Governor's Committee Recommends Full State Aid Be Paid 


The full statutory provisions regarding state 
aid for education should be met in the 
priation for 1934-35, according to the majority 
on School Costs 


Herbert H 


appro- 
report of the Committee 
appointed last July by Governor 
Lehman. 

The report states that a considerable majority 
of the believes that the State should 
return to the 


believes that the 


committee 


full statutory provisions, whereas 


a minority appropriation for 
1934-35 should be approximately the 


33 and for the 


same as 
for the fiscal year 1932 current 
year, when a flat cut of 10 per cent was mack 
The majority has come to its conclusions for 
the following 


(1) In 1932 


states: 
$102,000,000 


reasons, the report 


33 approximately 


was distributed to the local communities on the 


basis of the cost of the educational minimum 
program measured by the number of teaching 
units required and the ability of the community 
to pay measured by the sum raised by a 60-cent 
tax upon each $1000 of taxable property. 

(2) In 1933-34 the number of pupils had 
increased, the value of taxable property had 
decreased, and in order to meet the full statu- 
tory requirements a much larger sum would 
have been needed. It was decided, however, 
owing to economic difficulties, that there could 
be no increase in the appropriation, and a flat 
cut of 10 per cent was made. 

(3) Since the total reduction on account of 
the failure to meet the statutory requirements 
amounted to approximately 4 per cent of the 
local budget for current expenses, it was 
thought that this reduction in state aid would 
stimulate further local economies and could be 
absorbed through local budgets. 

(4) Unfortunately, this cut did not fall 
evenly. The effect was to penalize the poorer 
districts. There are school districts in the State 
of New York which have been unable to meet 
their operating expenses during the current 
vear because of the severity of the cut in state 
aid. 

(5) The year 1934-35 will see another large 
increase in pupils, particularly in the high 
schools and technical schools, owing to unem- 
ployment of young workers and the operation 
of the codes. It will also see continued reduc- 
tion in local assessments. These changes will 
further increase the disparities in the distribu- 


tion of state funds, if state aid is to be 
‘pegged ” at the amount fixed for the current 
year. Consequently, the majority believes that 
state aid should under no conditions violate the 
principle of equality, and should be granted to 
the localities strictly according to the formula 
suggested by the Friedsam Committee and 
enacted in the school law. 

(6) If the full statutory requirement is not 
met, the most equitable method of re-allocating 
the funds made available would be to change 
the basis upon which the ability of the local 
communities to pay is measured 

Another method of reckoning the reduction, 
if the State should fail to meet the full statu- 
tory requirements, would be to reduce the 
State’s minimum program of $1500 of support 
for elementary school units and $1900 of 
support for high school units. This form of 
reduction, however, would certainly lower the 
standards of education throughout the State, 
especially in view of the increase in the number 
of pupils enrolled in the schools 

(7) The majority believes that, 
the difficulties of tax collections on real estate, 
it would be unwise to grant money to 
New York, Buffalo and other cities. They 
have made large economies —they must make 
more —but these savings should go to the 
further reduction of taxes on real estate. 

(8) Accordingly, the majority arrives at the 
conclusion that the full statutory provisions 
should be met. 

The minority accepts the premises on which 
the ma)j« rity has based its conclusions, but is of 
opinion that in view of the condition of the 
State’s finances and the situation of the tax- 
payers, an increase in state aid for the year 
1934-35 beyond that of the current year is 
unwarranted. 

In concluding its report, the 
Can New York State afford 
this states: 


In the short space of this report we have 
tried to determine what education New York 
wants for its children and why it wants it. We 
have shown that from the earliest times our 
leaders have considered our schools as the 
bulwark of a republican government, as _ the 
most important means of giving equality, as 
the surest agent of society to bring about health 
and good living. Our have been 
developed to meet these needs. 


because of 


1 
iess 


committee dis- 
cusses the question, 
connection it 


what it wants? In 


schools 
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The teachers did not found this system of 
schools. No group of school superintendents 
made it a concern of the State. It came from 
the people. It was conceived in liberty; it was 
dedicated to the proposition that all men are 
created equal; it was built that the government 
of the people, by the people, and for the people 
might not perish from the earth. 

We believe that in the long run New York 
can afford as good an educational system as it 
has had — and even better. In any event, when 
history comes to be written, if our government 
experiment were to fail let it be said that the 
citizens of New York clearly understood the 
functions of the school, that they resisted 
the influence of the enemies of public educa- 
tion, and that they made every sacrifice to keep 
democracy alive. 

Following a discussion of what New York 
State has done to establish and maintain public 
education, the committee report points out that 
the schools have in a halting way assumed 
many new responsibilities brought by changed 
conditions. In order that the school may play 
the vital role which society has assigned to it, 
a planned education is needed, the report states. 
As educational ideals, the committee sets forth 
the following: 

(1) Our schools must be kept open. They 
must reach every child in the State. In a time 
when government is increasing its concern with 
every aspect of life, there should be no diminu- 
tion in the work of the agency that prepares 
the future citizen and enables him to cooperate 
with and lend aid to that government. 

(2) We must continue to offer equal oppor- 
tunity to the children of New York. This 
means that every effort must be made to con- 
tinue the principle of providing that the burden 
fall equally upon all parts of the State, and that 
administrative practices, methods of teaching 
and subjects taught should be adjusted to the 
needs of all classes, groups and types of chil- 
dren. We must remember that equality of 
opportunity is not identity of opportunity, and 
that people who differ are not likely to receive 
equal consideration if they are all treated in the 
same way. 

(3) Fundamental social changes are taking 
place. The school will be affected by these 
changes, and education is the only agency by 
which society can adjust itself to new conditions. 
For these reasons we believe 

(a) That, owing to the change in hours and 
habits of labor, many more boys and girls will 
he unemployed from the ages of sixteen to 
twenty-one We may therefore expect many 
more pupils in high schools, technical and pro- 
fessional schools and colleges. 

(b) That, owing to the declining birth rate, 
we may expect fewer pupils in the primary 
grades. 

(c) That, owing to the new demands made 
upon the schools, it is imperative that we 
strengthen all educational institutions that help 


to point the way to the future. This means that 
we need a strong Department of Education at 
Albany, and adequate support of higher educa- 
tion and research in the natural and _ social 
sciences. 

(d) That New York will have to retrain its 
teachers. 

The report discusses the developments within 
recent years and the efforts to meet the financial 
difficulties caused by the depression, and recom- 
mends economies that it believes are wise In 
this connection the report emphasizes that ex- 
penditures for education are within the power of 
local authorities and that consequently — the 
ly 


question of further economies is primari 


a local matter. The State may stimulate ot 
assist local economies by recommendation or 
supervision of the State Education Department, 
and by legislation. Suggested economies to be 
achieved by recommendation of the State Educa- 
tion Department include: (1) savings in school 
building construction, (2) adoption of adequate 
budgetary practices, (3) better business admin- 
istration, (4) elimination of paid treasurers and 
counsels. 

Discussing other possible savings, the com- 
mittee states that a number of scientific studies 
indicate that increasing the size of classes does 
not necessarily decrease efficiency. To increas« 
the size of classes during the emergency is far 
less harmful than to cut off services, the report 
says. It states: 

We deplore the unwise practice of eliminating 
subjects such as art and music, of omitting 
kindergartens, of failing to provide health ser- 
vice and lunclies, and of attempting to get along 
without expert supervision. We wish to record 
our opinion that education is of a piece. We 
should prefer to see classes increased in size, 
to see teachers adopt a heavier program ot 
teaching, even to see salaries further cut, than 
to deprive children of a well-rounded education 
and an equal opportunity. 

To adapt these recommendations to the needs 
of many diverse school districts, the committee 
recommends that local committees be appointed 
by the local authorities to study the specific 
problems in their respective communities 

Discussing economies to be effected by super- 
vision of the State Education Department, the 
report points out that in the Board of Regents 
and the State Education Department the State 
has agencies designed to advance the efficiency 
of the schools, and recommends increasing the 
staffs of several divisions to make  possibk 
larger assistance to the localities in their efforts 


to reduce expenditures wisely. 


7 Ar 
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Economies to be effected by legislation are 


recommended as follows: 


(1) The greatest of all long-term economies 


would be the redistricting of the State. Units 
of attendance, administration and _ taxation 
should be sufficiently large to eliminate small 


expensive classes and make possible efficient pro- 
fessional and business administration. In many 
up-State counties the number of district super- 
intendents could be greatly reduced, effecting 
a considerable saving through concentration and 
efficiency in administration. The redistricting 
plan should include not only the rural areas but 
the territories contiguous to cities and villages. 
The superintendents of schools —city, village 
and district — should be the administrative off- 
cers, and each district should have a board of 
education clothed with the sole power and duty 
of administering educational affairs within its 
jurisdiction. Such an organization would tend 
to enlist more competent supervisory officials. 
We believe that action by the coming Legisla- 
ture to accomplish this purpose would result in 
both increased efficiency and reduced expendi- 
ture. 

(2) The Education Law should be recodified. 
Unnecessary expenditure often results from the 
difficulty of understanding and interpreting ob- 
scure and conflicting laws. The State could 
well afford to set a commission at work to study 
the Education Law and to make recommenda- 
tions to the Legislature for its reenactment in 
new form, thus making a new education code. 

(3) School boards pay large sums for in- 
terest charges on money borrowed in anticipa- 
tion of taxes and state grants. <A real economy 
could be effected if the collection of taxes and 
the dating of payments of from the 
State were better adjusted to the needs of the 
schools. 

(4) It would be a considerable saving to 
local school boards if they could place their in- 
surance % State. The smaller cities, vil- 
lages and rural areas can not afford to assume 
these risks. Undoubtedly the State could carry 
the complete risk at a rate much lower than 
that charged by private insurance companies. 


grants 


j 
ith the 


The committee making this report consisted 
interested in education. 


New York 


The report is supported by detailed 


of men and 
Charles C. 


chairman 


women 
Burlingham of was 


data appended to the document 
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The main portion of the Lyndonville High 
School was destroyed by fire on December 12th. 


The annex was saved with but slight damage. 


At a special meeting of the district voters 
held December 12th, the proposition of erecting 


school building at 


and equipping a new high 


Corinth at a cost of $225,000 was approved. 


Superintendent Praised 
for Centralizing District 
Speaking at the dedication of the Cairo Cen- 
tral Rural School on November 20th, Commis- 
sioner of Frank P. 
gratulated the people of the district upon their 
taking central 


Education Graves con- 


wisdom in advantage of the 


rural school act and in providing increased 
educational facilities for their children. He 
commended especially District Superintendent 


board 


Robert M. MacNaught, the 


of education and the principal of the school. 


of Sc he v0ls 


The Commissioner explained that the erection 


of the Cairo school constitutes but a part of 
the achievement of Superintendent MacNaught, 
since he is the first superintendent in the State 
to bring about a centralization of all the schools 
in his district at various convenient points. 
“No other educational movement is quite so 
significant in the United States today as that 
you have illustrated in the creation of this 
school for the efficient training of rural youth,” 
said Commissioner Graves. “ Nothing else is 
so important to the welfare of America as that 
the boys and girls in the country, as fully as in 
should their birthright of a 


the cities, receive 


good education.” 


Regional Conferences Planned 
for District Superintendents 


The annual series of regional conferences for 


the district superintendents of schools of the 
State 


ary. Each superintendent is expected to attend 


will be held during January and Febru- 
the mecting that is most conveniently located 
for him. The tentative dates and places are 
given below 

\lhany, New York State College for Teach- 


ers, Richardson Hall, January 22d-23d 


Posdam, State Normal School, January 
25th-26th 
Syracuse, Superintendents’ office, Court 


House, January 30th-3lst 
Buffalo, State 
Ist-2d 
New York, Hotel McAlpin, February 6th-7th 


Teachers College, February 


iaicaaas 

Child Labor Day will be observed during the 
week-end of January 27th-29th. Material for 
use in preparing programs may be secured from 
the National Child Committee, 419 


Fourth avenue, New York City. 


Labor 
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Teachers Association Asks Full State Aid Be Paid 


A resolution urging that the State meet the 
full statutory provisions for state aid for edu- 
cation was adopted by the house of delegates of 
the New York State Teachers Association, 
which met in Rochester November 27th and 
28th. This resolution reads as follows: 

Be it Resolved, That, Whereas the Constitu- 
tion of the State of New York makes it manda- 
tory for the State Legislature “to provide for 
the maintenance and support of free common 
schools, wherein all the children of the State 
may be educated,” and Whereas the State has 
furnished financial aid to both municipalities 
and rural districts for the maintenance and 
support of schools, and Whereas through its 
wide taxing power and by means of revenue 
obtained from indirect taxation it has lessened 
the burden of taxation on real property; this 
body is unalterably opposed to any legislative 
enactment tending to reduce such financial aid 
fixed by law according to the recommendations 
of the Friedsam Commission. This body 
believes it is in order to reiterate that “every 
dollar reduction in state aid, adds a dollar to 
the local tax burden on real estate.” 

Other resolutions adopted by the house of 
delegates include the following: 

Recommending that kindergarten attendance 
be included in the apportionment for state aid 

Favoring an amendment to the law to permit 
boards of education or trustees to fix the ages 
between four and six at which children may be 
admitted to kindergartens 

Reaffirming its belief that 
entitled to a full day’s schooling for a full term 
of 190 days, in a well-equipped school building, 


“every child is 


under the instruction of competent teachers; 
that every child is entitled to a full program 
of education, including well-organized elemen- 
instruction, beginning with the 


tary grade 


kindergarten, and continuing a program of 
secondary education broad enough to give edu- 
cational opportunity to pupils of varying abili- 
ties and interests, and that it is the duty of the 
State and community to provide special train- 
ing for both gifted and handicapped children.” 

Pledging cooperation to the National Re- 
covery Administration 

Commending the work of the National Edu- 
cation Association 

Expressing appreciation to the retiring presi- 
dent, Dr W. Howard Pillsbury, for his leader- 
ship during the past two years, and approval 


of the work of the executive secretary, Dr 
Arvie Eldred 

Two proposed amendments to the constitution 
were disapproved. One would have changed 
the name of the organization to the New York 
and the other 


Education Associatii mn, 


would have had the election of members of the 


State 


executive committee at zone meetings rather 
than at the meeting of the house of delegates. 

Announcement of the election of George R. 
Staley, superintendent of schools at Rome, as 
Mabel Simpson of 


vice president, and of members of the executive 


president, of Rochester as 


committee was made in the December Ist issue 
of the Bulletin. 


a 


H. Claude Hardy Succeeds 
Superintendent J. W. Lumbard 


John W. Lumbard, for more than 21 years 
superintendent of schools in White Plains, has 
submitted his resignation effective February 1, 
1934. 
resignation reluctantly and has announced that 
Associate Superintendent H. Claude Hardy will 
Lumbard as 


The board of education has accepted the 


succeed Superintendent superin- 
tendent of schools. 

Superintendent Lumbard has given 38 years 
of service to the schools of New York State, 
31 years of which have been in White Plains. 
He went to White Plains in 1903 as principal 
of the high school and continued in that posi- 
tion until June 1912, when he was appointed 
superintendent of schools. 

In announcing his resignation the board of 
education stated, “ He has guided efficiently the 
rapid expansion of the school system and the 
board has accepted his resignation with deep 
regret.” 

Dr H. Claude Hardy, who will become super- 
intendent of schools in White Plains, has been 
associate superintendent for the past six and 
Prior to that 
superintendent at Oneida and Fairport and prin- 


one-half years. time he was 


cipal at Sidney and Schenevus. He has studied 
at Wesleyan 
Rochester, Syracuse University, New York Uni- 


University, the University of 


versity and the University of Grenoble, France. 
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Directory Gives Data on Elementary School Principals 


The names of 1079 principals, teaching prin- 
cipals and head teachers of elementary schools 
employing four or more teachers are listed in 
the Directory of Elementary School Principals 
compiled by Dr J. Cayce Morrison, Assistant 
Commissioner for Elementary Education, and 
recently published by the Department. New 
York City principals are not included in this 
directory. 

In a foreword Doctor Morrison explains that 
the regulations governing the issuance of the 
principals’ certificate were 
During the 


elementary school 
first effective September 1, 1932. 
school year 1932-33, 710 principals’ certificates 
were issued. Of these, 42 represented com- 
pletion of all the requirements for the perma- 
nent certificate; 610 were issued under waiver 
to individuals had their present 


principalships three or more years; 


who been in 
57 were 
issued under waiver on the recommendation of 
the superintendent to principals who had held 
their present positions for less than three years; 
and one provisional certificate was issued to a 
newly appointed The regulations 
define a principal as “the administrative head 


principal. 


of one or more elementary schools who has at 
least half his time free for supervisory work 
and is responsible for the supervisory direction 
of the instructional activities of other teachers.” 

Of the 1079 principals listed, 612 have no 
regularly assigned teaching duties, 342 teach on 
the average three or more hours daily, and 65 
have regularly assigned teaching duties averag- 
ing less than three hours daily. 

During the past year 8 per cent of the schools 
in cities, 7 per cent in villages employing super- 
intendents and 18 per cent in supervisory dis- 
tricts changed principals. 

Of the 1079 
reported, 620 had kindergartens. 
son points out that in view of the economic 
this compares 


which data were 
Doctor Morri- 


schools for 


.conditions confronting schools 
favorably with the 619 schools reporting kinder- 
gartens a year ago. 

In schools having no grade above the sixth, 
23 per cent of the principals were men. In 
schools having grades 7 and 8, 54 per cent of 
the principals were men. Of the total number 


reported, 39 per cent were men and 61 per cent 


were women. 


Concluding his foreword to the directory, 
Doctor Morrison says: 

During the past year the New York State 
Association of Elementary School Principals 
launched two new projects through committees 
working under the general direction of the com- 
mittee on educational progress. One of these 
committees is making an extensive study of the 
uses being made and that can be made of visual 
aids to instruction in elementary schools. The 
second committee has the cooperation of some 
50 principals who have enlisted their teachers 
and pupils in a study of the best possible uses 
to be made of assembly space in their schools. 
The committee on informal teaching has 
prepared a series of circulars This com- 
mittee has also prepared a report on trends in 
unit teaching 

The annual midwinter meeting of the New 
York State Association of Elementary Prin- 
cipals is devoted in large part to a consideration 
of the work of its several committees and to 
the planning of new projects or studies to be 
committee on educational 


undertaken by the 
progress. 

The Conference for Elementary School Prin- 
cipals, held under the auspices of the State 
Teachers College at Buffalo, April 1933, was 
one of the most stimulating and helpful educa- 
tional conferences arranged within the State 
during recent years. It was devoted to a 
review of recent educational research of interest 
and value to elementary school principals. 

The elementary school principalship in New 
York State promises to fulfil the prophecy 
made by Cubberley in 1932: 

“ There is every reason to think that the next 
ten to fifteen years will witness an even greater 
development in the scientific organization of the 
instructional process. This will call for sound 
professional training and genuine administrative 
and supervisory skill on the part of those who 
are to direct our schools, and this in turn must 
inevitably result in changing the principalship 
of an elementary school in our cities into a 
career of quite satisfactory emoluments and 
large professional importance.” 


—_Q————- 


Dr A. K. Getman Reelected 
Officer of Vocational Group 


Dr A. K. Getman, Chief of the Agricultural 
Education Bureau of the State Education De- 
partment, was reelected a vice president of the 
American Vocational Association at the annual 
meeting of the association, which was held De- 
6th-9%th in Detroit. Ray Fife, state 
agricultural Ohio, 


cember 
supervisor of education in 


was reelected president. 
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District Superintendents Urge Higher Office Qualifications 


M. Gazelle Hoffman, 
schools of the third supervisory 
Niagara county, was elected president of the 
New York State Association of District Super- 
intendents at the annual meeting which was 
held December 7th to 9th in Rochester. Arthur 
E. Belden, superintendent of schools of the 
first supervisory district of Tioga county, was 
elected first vice president, and 
Preston, superintendent of schools of the fifth 
supervisory district of Otsego county, was 
elected second vice president. Mrs Emma C., 
Chase, superintendent of schools of the third 


superintendent of 
district of 


George G. 


district of Sullivan county, was reelected secre- 
tary, Orrin A. Kolb, 
schools of the second supervisory district of 


and superintendent of 
Niagara county, was reelected treasurer. 

Resolutions adopted by the district superin- 
tendents included the following: 

Recommending higher qualifications for ap- 
pointment to the office of district superintendent, 
the qualifications to include as a minimum one 
year of professional training above that re- 
quired for a_ bachelor’s degree, including 
courses in supervision and administration of 
elementary and secondary school education, 
courses in rural economics and sociology, and 
at least five years of school service in New 
York State within the ten years prior to 
appointment. 

Supporting the recommendation of the 
Committee on School Costs that 


Educational Research, 


Governor's 
the personnel in the 
Finance and Rural Education Divisions of the 
State Education Department be increased to 
meet current needs for an economical adminis- 
tration of the schools 

Recommending that the desires of local com- 
munities, particularly with reference to audi- 
torium and school buildings, be carefully con- 
sidered in passing upon school plans 

Instructing the executive committee to act in 
with the New York State Teachers 
Association to endeavor to secure the full 
amount of state aid as provided by the statute 
and as recommended by the Governor’s Com- 
mittee on School Costs 

Instructing the executive committee to ex- 
amine the field of rural education with the 
purpose of encouraging the introduction of a 


concert 


program preserving the best features now in use 


and recommending the introduction of only such 


additional features as are consistent with a 
sound progressive educational program 

The closing session on December 9th opened 
with a memorial service for four superintend- 
These 


Preston, 


during the 
superintendents Samuel J. 
Westchester county; William J. Lewis, Oneida 
county; Glenn G. Steele, Oneida county; John 
U. Gillette, Ulster county. 


ents who died year. 


were: 


- o-—— 


Commissioner Graves Speaks 
at Elmira Convocation 


The necessity of stressing moral qualities in 


education for leadership was emphasized by 
Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
in an address at the convocation of Elmira 


December 4th, when the college 

honored students of high scholastic standing. 
“This oldest 

said, “has occupied a unique position in the 


leaders for 


College on 


among women’s colleges,” he 


country in the development of 
American life and thought for more than three- 
I can personally testify 
fruitfulness of the last 
This has in- 


quarters of a century. 
to the efficiency and 
dozen years at Elmira College. 
deed been a period of progress and develop- 
ment.” 


Alfred University President 
Dies Soon after Inauguration 


Dr Paul E. Titsworth, who on October 20th 
was inaugurated president of Alfred Univer- 
sity, died suddenly on December 10th. He was 
a graduate of Alfred University and a former 
instructor at his alma mater. He was called 
from the presidency of Washington College, 
Chestertown, Md., to succeed Dr Boothe Col- 
well Davis as president of Alfred University. 
The funeral was held December 13th at Alfred. 

The trustees of the university have named 
Dr John Nelson Norwood, dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts, as acting president. 

consents 

The Walter M. Lowney Company, of Cam- 
bridge, Mass., has announced that the exhibit 
chocolate for school use is no 


of cocoa and 


longer available. 
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Commissioner Commends District Superintendents 


“As a supervisor, leader and inspirer of 
school children, teachers, patrons and citizens, 
each of you has a clear and open field and is in 
possession of the largest opportunities known 
to the entire realm of education,” Commissioner 
of Education Frank P. Graves told district 
f schools at the annual ban- 


superintendents « 
quet of the State Association of District Super- 
intendents in Rochester on the evening of 
December 8th. 
for our future citizenry and the promotion of 


“The creation of the leaders 


our Nation’s welfare are in your hands,” de- 
clared Doctor Graves 

Commissioner Graves commended the district 
w the progress that they have 


superintendents f 
made as a group in meeting the greatly ex 
panded duties and responsibilities during the 
past several years. Reviewing the duties of 
district Commissioner 
named first the responsibility for 
of schools, which include, he pointed out, some 


superintendents, — th 
supervision 


7500 one and two-teacher schools often widely 
separated, with 160,000 pupils in attendance, 
taught by teachers who, for the most part, are 
young and inexperienced. Particularly must 
the superintendents inform themselves, he said, 
as to the peculiarities and needs of the children 


and become acquainted with modern objectives 


Board of Regents Admits 
Six Schools to University 

The Board of Regents of The University of 
the State of New York at its meeting on De- 
cember 21st admitted to the University the fol- 
lowing schools: DeWitt Clinton Junior High 
School, Nichols Junior High School, Wash- 
ington Junior High School and William Wilson 
Junior High School, all in Mount Vernon; 
Loyola School in New York City and Grover 
Cleveland High School, Ridgewood. 

The Board dropped from the roll of accred- 
ited institutions the following schools: Hamil- 
ton Institute for Boys, New York City; Miss 
C. E. Mason’s School, Tarrytown; St Patrick’s 


Woodlawn Intermediat 


School, Buffalo ; 
School, Schenectady. 
The Regents revoked the charter « f Liberty 


College, in the Republic of Salvador, which was 


granted on May 16, 1929. 


in education. This is a large undertaking, said 
the Commissioner, for today schools aim to 
teach for the life of tomorrow and in these days 
of rapid change tomorrow holds uncertainties 
for which there is no stable measure. 

To carry these heavy responsibilities and to 
perform these important duties the Commis- 
sioner advised the superintendents that it will 
be necessary for them to keep growing profes- 
sionally and improve themselves in service 
Like the doctor, the lawyer, the engineer, the 
builder, the mechanic or the farmer, he said, 
the educator must keep abreast of developments 
or find himself a failure 

“The means for more efficient supervision 
amd the interest in professional progress,” con- 
tinued the Commissioner, “have of late been 
enormously increased through the action of the 
State Legislature eight years ago in making 
centralized rural districts possible without undue 
expense. The formation of such school centers 
has brought to the country boy or girl educa- 
tional advantages that closely parallel any fur- 
nished to the youth of the village or city, and 
has unfolded to the superintendent of the dis- 
tricts, a far wider horizon, a greater oppor- 
tunity in supervision and a new avenue for 


responsibility and service.” 


New School in Greenport 
Dedicated November 21st 


The new elementary and high school building 
in Greenport was formerly dedicated on Novem- 
ber 21st. Dr George M. Wiley, Assistant Com- 
missioner for Secondary Education, gave the 
dedicatory address. 

The new school is modern Gothic in archi- 
tecture and complete in every detail. A gym- 


nasium, auditorium, cafeteria, shop, library, 
laboratories and home economics department 


are included. 


Dr Avery W. Skinner, Director of the 
Examinations and Inspections Division of the 
Department, spoke on December 7th at the 
meeting of the Nassau County School Men's 
Club at Hempstead. His topic was “ Modern 


Trends in Education.” 
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DECEMBER 15, 1933-JANUARY 2, 1934 


Building Plans Approved 

Plans approved by the School Buildings and 
Grounds Division of the Department include 
the following: 

District 8, Cicero, Onondaga county, recon- 
ditioning and improvement of heating and 
ventilating system, $302; approved November 
27th 

District 4, Greene, Chenango county, replace- 
ment of present wood stairs with new iron 
stairs and accompanying repairs, $2000; ap- 
proved November 27th 

East Springfield, an addition and alterations 
to grade and high school, $30,000; approved 
November 28th 

Waterville, addition to garage and changes 
in present building, $10,000; approved Decem- 
ber Ist 

District 14, Guilderland, Albany county, new 
grade school, $16,500; approved December Ist 

Lloyd Harbor, new grade school, $54,200; 
approved December 12th 

Rockville Center, addition to Hewitt School, 
$150,000; approved December 12th 

Kingston, improvement of wiring for lighting 
purposes in grade buildings 1-8 and high school, 
$10,331.62; approved December 15th 

Sea Cliff, alterations and changes to present 
heating and ventilating system in older portion 
of school, $7976; December 18th; 
and repairs to building, 


approved 


alterations existing 


$21,301.76; approved December 18th 
Dutchess Junction, new toilets, $1000; ap- 
proved December 18th 





UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


Hoosick Falls, reconditioning Main Street 
School, $22,360; approved December 19th; 
reconditioning Classic Street School, $25,000; 
approved December 19th; alterations to W. H. 
Wood School, $25,000; approved, December 
19th; reconditioning State Street 
$25,000; approved December 19th 

District 1, York, Livingston county, change 
in windows and partition and new floor, 
$619.94; approved December 20th 


School, 


—_o-——_——_ 


Sir Arthur William Currie 

Sir Arthur William Currie, principal 
vice chancellor of McGill Unive rsity, Montreal, 
Canada, died on November 30, 1933. The Uni- 
versity of the State of New York conferred 


and 


degree of doctor of 
laws at the Convocation in 1920. 
this to the official attention of 


Regents, Commissioner of Edu- 


upon him the honorary 


In bringing 
the Board of 


cation Frank P. Graves said: 
Among ‘le first from Canada to enter the 
World Was Sir Arthur served with such 


conspicuous success that early in 1917 he was 
given command of the entire Canadian forces. 
At the close of the war, he returned to civil 
life and became principal and vice chancellor 
of McGill University, in which position he 
continued until his death. In the passing of 
Sir Arthur, the world lost one of the outstand- 
ing figures of the World War and The Uni- 
versity of the State of New York an honorary 
alumnus who had won distinction both in 
military and civil life. 


The Board of Regents took the following 
action : 
The Board of Regents hereby expresses its 


profound sorrow at the death of the dis- 
tinguished alumnus of The University of the 
State of New York, General Sir Arthur 
William Currie G.C.M.G., K.C.B., LL.D., and 
its deep sense of appreciation of his patriotism, 
devotion to duty and high achievements in both 
the military and civil life of his country, and 
directs that this minute be spread upon the 
record of the Board. 


(es 


Doctor Horner Honored 
Dr Harlan H. 
Higher 
honorary degree of doctor of laws at Alfred 


Horner, Assistant Commis- 


sioner for Education, received the 
University on December 7th, when he delivered 
the Founders’ day address at ceremonies com- 


memorating the 98th year of the university. 
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L. J. Cook, Superintendent in 
Ontario County, Retires 


Leon J. Cook, superintendent of schools of 
the first supervisory district of Ontario county, 
retired on November 27th after a service of 38 
years as teacher, principal and superintendent 
of schools in the State of New York. 

Superintendent Cook was born in Middle- 
field, Otsego county, 65 years ago. He was 
educated in the public schools of that com- 
munity and attended the State College for 
Teachers at Albany. He was graduated from 
Harvard University in 1902 and later received 
his master’s degree from New York University. 
He held principalships at Piermont and at 
Saugerties. In 1911, when the office of dis- 
trict superintendent was created, he was ap- 
pointed to the first supervisory district of On- 
tario county, which position he held until his 
retirement. 

Superintendent Cook has been extremely 
active in the duties of his office and has taken a 
keen interest in all educational matters. He has 
always been interested in the professional ad- 
vancement of the teachers and at the time of 
his retirement was a member of the executive 
committee of the State Teachers Association 
and was also a past president of the New York 
State Association of District Superintendents. 

At the present time Superintendent Cook is 
recuperating from a long illness His many 
friends join in the wish that he will soon regain 
his health and enjoy his well-earned Icisure. 


0 - 


Lorenzo H. Knapp Becomes 
Head of Port Chester Schools 


Newspapers report the resignation of Dr Silas 
O. Rorem as superintendent of schools in Port 
Chester. Lorenzo H. Knapp, principal of the 
Port Chester High School, has been named act- 
ing superintendent. 


0 


The Lansingburg school district by a 4 to 1 
vote on December 19th approved the construc- 
tion of a junior high school at a cost of 
$450,000. 


—— ;,\ =» 


The new Bethlehem Central High School in 
Delmar was dedicated on December 11th. The 
principal speaker was Dr Frank D. Blodgett, 


president of Adelphi College. 


Department Orders Elimination 
of Two Supervisory Districts 


Elimination of two supervisory districts, one 
in Ontario county, and the other in Westchester 
county, has recently been ordered by the State 
Education Department. 
been a vacancy in the office of district superin- 


In each case there has 


tendent and a survey has revealed that three 
districts instead of four will serve adequately 
the educational interests of each county. The 
vacancy in Ontario county was caused by the 
retirement of Superintendent Leon J. Cook, of 
the first supervisory district, and in Westchester 
county, by the death of Superintendent Samuel 
J. Preston, of the first supervisory district. 

The two counties have been redistricted as 


follows: 


Ontario county 

First district: towns of Bristol, Canadice, 
Naples, Richmond, South Bristol, West Bloom- 
field; H. P. Weatherlow, superintendent. 

Second district: towns of Farmington, Man- 
chester, Phelps, Victor; H. S. G. Loveless, 
superintendent. 

Third district: towns of Canandaigua, East 
Bloomfield, Geneva, Gorham, Hopewell, Seneca ; 


Conrad C. Muche, superintendent. 


Westchester couaty 

First district: towns of Cortlandt, North 
Salem, Somers, Yorktown; Robert D. Knapp, 
superintendent 

Second district: towns of Greenburg, Mount 
Pleasant, Eastchester, Harrison, Mamaroneck, 
Pelham, Scarsdale; Charles H. Cheney, super- 
intendent. 

Third district: towns of Bedford, Lewisboro, 
New Castle, Ossining, Pound Ridge, North 
Castle, Rye; George H. Covey, superintendent. 


———— 


The Women's International League, with 
headquarters at 1924 Chestnut street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., is offering a prize of $25 for the 
most valuable material on world peace and 
international friendship submitted by a teacher 
not later than April 1, 1934. The league 
desires stories, songs, plays, pictures and sub- 
jects for informal dramatization, posters and 
projects to be adapted to the needs of different 


age groups. 
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Examinations Board Names Question Committees 


Committees to prepare Regents examinations 


were appointed by the State Examinations 
Board at its meeting on December 9th in 
Albany. Those appointed follow: 

English. Jaxon Knox, chairman, English 
department, DeWitt Clinton High School, New 
York City; Helene W. Hartley, professor of 
English, Teachers College, Syracuse Univer- 


sity; Winifred A. Naylor, head, English de- 
partment, Niagara Falls High School; Rev. 
Joseph E. Grady, principal, Aquinas Institute, 
Rochester; George W. Norvell, State Educa- 
tion Department 

Latin. Frederick C. 
Latin department, Bennett High School, Buf- 
falo; Edward Coyle, chairman, Latin depart- 
ment, Morris High School, New York City; 
Ernest Riess, professor of Latin, Hunter Col- 
lege; H. G. Thompson, State Education Depart- 


Brewster, chairman, 


ment 
Greek. Charles B. Goold, French and Greek 
master, Albany Academy; H. G. Thompson, 


State Education Department 

German. Frederick Betz, 
ment, George Washington High 
York City; Holzwarth, 
modern languages in Rochester high schools and 
member of the faculty of Rochester University ; 
W. R. Price, State Education Department 


German depart- 
School, New 


Charles director of 


French. Mrs Beatrice Shaw McGill, Eras- 
mus Hall High School, Brooklyn; Mrs 
Lucienne Olinger, Pelham High School; 


Genevieve Brooke, director of modern lan- 
guages, Schenectady; W. R. Price, State Edu- 
cation Department 

Spanish. Chester H. Stratton, James Monroe 
High School, New York City; Virginia B. 
Remer, South Side High School, 
Center; John Rice, professor of Spanish, Uni 


Price, State Educa 


Rockville 


> 


versity of Buffalo; W. R. 
tion Department 


Italian. Leonard Covello, DeWitt Clinton 
High School, New York City; Rev. Anthony 
Bregolato, Salesian Institute, New Rochelle; 


W. R. Price, State Education Department 
Special committee for accrediting teachers for 

Curtis C. D. Vail, 

Buttalo; 


oral work in German. pro- 


fessor of German, University of 


W. R. Price, State Education Department 

Special committee for accrediting teachers for 
} rene h. 
fessor of French, Elmira College; W. R. Price, 
State Education Department 


oral work in Margaret Grimes, pro- 


Special committee for accrediting teachers for 
oral work in Spanish. Mrs Edith F. Staver, 
Newtown High School, Elmhurst; W. R. Price, 
State Education Department 

History. Stanley E. Heason, head, history 
department, Albany High School; Marion D. 
Jewell, chairman, history department, Wash- 
ington Irving High School, New York City; 
Mary A. Wheeler, head, history department, 
City Training School, Syracuse; E. P. Smith, 
State Education Department 

Economics. A. L. Pugh, chairman, econom- 
ics department, High School of Commerce, 
New York City; Willard E. Atkins, professor 
New York University; E. P. 
Smith, State Education Department 

Mathematics. Shanholt, 
mathematics department, Abraham Lincoln High 


of econ mics, 


Henry H. head, 
School, Brooklyn; Boyd C. Patterson, associate 
mathematics department, Hamilton 
Paul J. Smith, East High School, 
Rochester ; Lowry, principal, Sala- 


professor, 
College ; 


George L. 


manca High School; F. E. Seymour, State 
Education Department 

Physics. John Clark, Alexander Hamilton 
High School of Commerce, Brooklyn; B. O. 


Burgin, Albany High School; W. W. Knox, 
State Education Department 
Fleidner, George 
Washington High School, New York City; 
E. R. Schneible, Ballston Spa High School; 
W. W. Knox, State Education Department 

Biology. Clarence Evaul, John Marshall 
High School, Rochester ; Wood, 
James Monroe High School, New York City; 
Elsie M. Kupfer, Wadleigh High School, New 
York City; W. W. State Education 
Department 

Physical geography. 


Chemistry. Leonard J. 


George C. 


Knox, 


Stone, Mont 
Charlotte 
Elmhurst ; 


Donald B. 
Pleasant High School, Schenectady ; 
Pruess, Newtown High School, 
W. W. Knox, State Education Department 
Commercial subjects. (a) Conrad J. Saphier, 
first assistant and head of stenographic depart- 
ment, Samuel J. Tilden High School, Brook- 
lyn; Viola R. Holmes, Cortland High School; 
Wallace B. Bowman, New High 
School; C. A. Reed, State Education Depart- 


ment 


Rochelle 


Charles E. Ce “ sk, 


Rochester ; 


Commercial subjects. (b) 
director of 
Eckberg, head, commercial depart- 


High School; Nathaniel 


business education, 
Agnes B. 


ment, Jamestown 
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director of commercial education, 


Altholtz, 
New York City; C. A. 


Department 


Reed, State Education 


Harry Jacobs, supervisor of art 
education, Buffalo; Forrest Grant, director oi 
art in high schools, New York City; Mrs Zara 
B. Kimmey, State Education Department 
Vusic. Kenneth ¢ 
Schenectady; Ann M 
Normal School; Russell 


tion Department 


Drawing 


Kelley, director of music, 
Lindsey, Fredonia State 


Carter, State Educa- 


Comprehensive agricultural science and eco- 


nomics. Ernest Nohle, Leavenworth Central 
School, Wolcott; J. Paul Green, Washington 
Academy, Salem; E. R. Hoskins, State College 


Hart, State Col 


W. J \ cave! 


\griculture, Ithaca; V. B. 
lege Ithaca; 
State Education Department 


of 
of Agriculture, 
Mrs Royal S 

\rlene 
Margaret 


Comprehensive homemaking 
Catskill 


Oswego 


Academy ; 
School ; 


Coughtry, Free 
Markham, High 
Hutchins, State Education Department 

Comprehensive technical. WH. B. Griffiths, 
assistant superintendent of schools, Utica; 
\lbert Colston, principal, Brooklyn Technical 
High School; J. J. Eaton, principal, Saunders 
School, Yonkers; William H. Dooley, 
principal, Textile High School, New York 
City; David H. Childs, principal, Buffalo Tech- 
nical High School; William N. 
State Education Department 


Trade 


Fenninger, 


Preliminary Committees 


History and geography. C. B. Murray, dis 
trict’ superintendent of schools, Plattsburg; 
I. Neff Stroup, superintendent of schools 
Newark; Ford Park, principal, School 28, 
Buffalo; B. D. McCormick, State Education 
Department 

Arithmetic, English and spelling Arthur \ 


Radley, supervising principal, Waterville Cen 


tral Rural School; Carl E. Lewis, principal, 
Warring School, Poughkeepsie; William H 
Garwood, district superintendent of schools, 
Canaseraga; B. D. McCormick, State Educa 
tion Department 

The Richmondville Central School was form- 
ally dedicated on November 24th Ray P 
Snyder, Director of the Rural Education Divi 


sion of the Department, gave the principal 


address 
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Radio Programs 
Rural Education Division 


The 2d-23d radio 


talks on rural education and rural life sponsored 


program for the January 2 
by the Rural Education Division of the Depart 


WGY at 


follows 


from station 


at 12.35 p. m 


ment and broadcast 


Schenectady on Tuesdays 


January 2d, “ Your State Education Depart 
ment.” Dr Lloyd L. Cheney, Assistant Com- 
missioner for Administration, State Education 
Department 

January 9th, “ Hobbies, Leisure and Life,” 


W. C. Smith, Chief, Adult Education Bureau, 


State Education Department 


January loth, “ The District School with the 
Little Pocketbook,” L. P. Perkins, superin 
tendent of schools of the first supervisory dis 
trict of Warren county 

January 23d, “Does the School Meet the 
Needs of the Child?” Burton H. Belknap, 
supervisor, Rural Education Division, State 
Education Department 

Parent Education 
The program for the January talks of the 


radio course in parent education offered by the 
New York State of Parents and 
Teachers and_ the 
Parent Education 
State Education Department and broadcast 
from station WGY Monday 
afternoons from 4.45 to 5 o'clock is given below. 
Dr Ruth Andrus, Chief of the Child Develop 
Department will 


Congress 
Child 


Bureau of 


Development and 


the New York 


at Schenectady 


ment and Parent Education 


give these talks 


January &th, “ Keeping Up with Education ” 


January 15th, “ The School Child Explores 
His Community ” 

January 22d, “Your Young Child Grows 
Up” 

January 29th, “A Loose or a Tight Rein” 
The Council of Superintendents of the State 
ot New York will sponsor the New York 
State dinner at the Chamber of Commerce 
Club, Terminal Tower Building, Cleveland, 
Ohio, Tuesday, February 27th, at 6 o'clock 
FE. L. Ackley, superintendent of schools at 
Johnstown, is in charge of reservations. The 
price of the dinner will be $1.50 
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Prize Winning Art Work in Health Poster Contest 

















NOURISHING FOODS 
are SOUND 
INVESTMENTS 


Dividends - HEALTH and HAPPINESS 


Second prise poster; by Russell Wolfe, Buffalo 








Wise Food Buying pays 








keép healthy on limite J incomes 





Third prise poster; by Miriam Haas, Buffalo 
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